Owner guilty of cruelty to puppy

Dog died after being thrown, hit

By George Houde | Special to the Tribune 

July 25, 2007 

A man who told police he may have "overdisciplined" the family's Chihuahua puppy by throwing it across a room after it urinated on a rug last year was convicted Tuesday of felony animal cruelty in the dog's death.

John W. Meyer, 42, of Hanover Township, was found guilty by Judge James Etchingham after a 2-hour bench trial in the Rolling Meadows branch of Cook County Circuit Court.

Meyer, of the 5100 block of Shotkoski Drive near Hoffman Estates, was arrested a few days after the Aug. 18 incident. He admitted to police he had picked up the 6-month-old dog, Kendrick, in a fit of rage and tried to discipline it for urinating on a rug in the master bedroom.

A separate misdemeanor domestic battery charge related to the choking of his stepson, then 12, for not cleaning up the mess fast enough was later dropped.

In a statement to police, Meyer said he became angry when the dog urinated and ran to hide in a playpen in a child's room, where it usually slept, Sheriff's Police Detective Steven Moody told the court. Meyer grabbed the dog out of the playpen, threw it into the master bedroom, rubbed its nose in the urine and struck it in the hindquarters with his hand, he said in his statement, part of which Moody read in court.

Police were called to the Meyer home on a report of a dead animal inside. Officers found the lifeless dog in the playpen. A necropsy showed the dog had internal injuries and a broken rear leg.

Meyer's attorney, Bernard DiBenedetto, tried to show that Meyer did not intend to harm the dog, just deter it from urinating. But Etchingham said state law defines aggravated cruelty to an animal as any act in which someone intentionally harms a pet, and he had no choice but to find Meyer guilty.

"I don't believe for a moment ... Meyer intended to kill the dog," Etchingham said from the bench.

But the judge said it was clear that Meyer intentionally committed the act that led to the dog's death.

The felony conviction, punishable by up to 3 years in prison, could mean the loss of Meyer's real estate license. Sentencing is scheduled for Aug. 27.

Meyer's case was followed closely by members of the Dog Advisory Work Group, a Chicago-based animal rights group that monitors animal-cruelty court cases.

Barbara Chadwick, a member of the group, said, "Crimes have consequences." She said that she thought probation would be an appropriate sentence.
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