	







	Chihuahua owner guilty of killing it 

Fatal disciplining of family dog could mean 4 years in prison 
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A Hanover Township man could face up to four years in prison after being convicted Tuesday of a fatal attack on the family Chihuahua. 

Cook County Circuit Judge James Etchingham found John Meyer, 42, guilty of one felony count of aggravated cruelty to an animal after a bench trial. 

Meyer became enraged the morning of Aug. 18, 2006, when he discovered the 5-month-old dog, Kendrick, had urinated in the master bedroom, Cook County Assistant State's Attorney Michael Gerber said. 

In a written statement to Cook County sheriff's police three days later, Meyer said he threw the five-pound dog 14 feet across the room and into a wall. He then spanked the dog several times, rubbed his nose in the urine and placed him in a playpen in a child's bedroom. 

Meyer stated he didn't realize the dog was dead since there were no signs of external injury. He also said that while he realized he may have over-disciplined Kendrick, he didn't intend to hurt him. 

Etchingham took 30 minutes to come back with a verdict. He said he accepted the defense's assertions that Meyer didn't intend to kill the dog. But the judge said there was an intention to discipline Kendrick, and the discipline killed him. 

"Those were the words of the defendant himself," Etchingham said. 

Chicago Animal Care and Control had performed an autopsy on the dog and ruled the cause of death was physical trauma. Kendrick's injuries, the report said, included a fractured right hind leg, head contusions and ruptured liver lobes. 

Meyer's attorney, Ernest DiBenedetto, said he will ask for probation for Meyer, noting he has no criminal record or history of animal abuse."John was always the one to take care of the dog when it was alive," DiBenedetto said. "He stands to lose a lot." 

That includes licenses Meyer holds as a real estate and mortgage broker, home inspector and salesman, and aircraft mechanic - all of which might have to be forfeited because of the felony conviction, DiBenedetto said. 

Police originally charged Meyer with one count of domestic battery, related to assertions that he choked his 12-year-old stepson after he didn't clean up after the dog. The charge was dismissed. 

Meyer is to be sentenced Aug. 27. 
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